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THE USE OF PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL
IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH: A VIEW
FROM CAMBRIDGE ARCHIVE EDITIONS

Jessica Lagan

Cambridge Archive Editions is a UK-based
publisher of historical document collections
mainly researched from governmental archives.
We consult widely in all possible file classes to
create as varied a research product as possible,
including top secret papers. We publish these
primary source documents in facsimile in order
to keep the veracity of the original.

Without examination of primary historical
sources our understanding of history can be-
come obscure. Secondary sources will always
move us away from fresh personal judgement of
the events under review even while they may be
opening up our imagination to a new perspective.
History, it is said, is written by the “winners” and
so we must always bring our critical faculties to
bear upon all sources of information.

Obviously these collections of British
Government documents are not without their
bias and strategic concerns, we expect that.
However, from the late 1700s the British Em-
pire established consulates wherever possible:
Turkey, China, Japan, and in Russia, all in the
effort to extend trade and kept contemporaneous
records wherever it made treaties or engaged in
governing local populations. The broad range
of countries covered and the tremendous detail
create a unique opportunity to examine past
events closely.

The converse is true too of course: records
of the Belgian Congo will not be in the British
archives so we are restricted to areas of power-
ful British influence. The US archives, which
are enormous, reflect the preoccupations of a
young country and have foreign records start-
ing from later in the modern period, the first
Embassy in Nagoya, Japan, opened in 1912.

History itself is grounded in politics and
governance. Students who study history often

get directly involved in the political process,
in government or political organisations, or
the Law, and national or global non-gov-
ernmental agencies like the United Nations.
As the MGIMO website says: “The central
requirements for our future leaders in these
fields are to:

— Understand the historical trajectory of
government around the world;

— Understand economics and the general
workings of the economy;

— Become informed and critical consum-
ers of information;

— Develop analytical rigour and the ability
to criticize and reason logically;

— and to be able to apply these skills to
many contemporary and historical schools of
thought, and to questions concerning how we
acquire knowledge or how we make operation-
al recommendations.”

It is the responsibility of all policy mak-
ers to try and bring some historical perspective
to bear upon current events. It is the intention
of Cambridge Archive Editions Publishing to
provide some of the historical data upon which
these understandings can be based. In this fol-
lowing extract, from 1917, we can see how his-
torical events mirror the preoccupations of the
present day as the British focus on the Gulf as a
preferred power base to Afghanistan.

Extract from Islam: Political Impact
1908-1972, Volume 2, Memorandum by
Captain N. Bray, March 1917, ‘A note on
the Mohammedan question, its bearing on
events in India and Arabia, the future of
the Great Islamic revival now that Turkey
ceases to be a power on which the hopes
of the Moslem world were placed’
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‘At the present moment agitation is intense
in all Mohammedan countries...the reports of
agents and others confirm...the extreme vital-
ity of the [Pan-Islamic] movement . ... Itis ...
essential that the country to whom Moham-
medans look should not be Afghanistan. We
should therefore create a State more con-
venient for ourselves, to whom the attention
of Islam should be turned. We have an oppor-
tunity in Arabia.

Strategically: Afghanistan is well placed for of-
fensive action against India.

Strategically: Arabia is well placed, from our
point of view, for defence.

Tactically: Afghanistan is difficult to attack.
Tactically: Arabia is open to our attack from ev-
ery quarter save the north.

Politically: Afghanistan is difficult to control.
Politically: Arabia can be controlled and influenced
fully, if we only see that no other Power shapes her
policy. This we have every right to insist upon.
Geographically: Afghanistan is well placed to
rally round her elements hostile to ourselves.
Geographically: Arabia is ideally placed to
divide those elements, the more so if we are
installed in Baghdad.”

Memopandym kanumaxa H. Bpesi, mapm
1917, «3amemKku 0 Mycy/NbMaHCKOM &0-
npoce, €20 e/luUsiHUU Ha cobbimusi 8 UHOuu
u Apasuu, 6ydywem Beiukom ucnamckom
803poxdeHuu menepb, kozda Typyusi ne-
pecmana 6bimb Oepxaeoll, Ha KOMOopPYIo
8031a2atomcsi Hadex0bl MyCyIbMaHCK020
Mupa»

«B Hacmosiwee spems 8036yxdeHue 8enuKo
80 8CEX MYCY/bMaHCKUX cmpaHax... OoHece-
HUsi ageHmos u dpyeux nuy, nodmeepxdarom
<...> UCKITIOYUMESTbHYK XKUSHECNOCOBHOCb
[naHucnamucmcekozo] dsuxenus. <...> OyeHb
8aXHO, YmobbI cmpaHol, Ha Komopyto opu-
eHmupyromess MycyrnbmaHe, He cman Acpea-
HucmaH. [losmomy Ham cnedyem co3damb
2ocydapcmso bornee ydobHoe s Hac camus,
Ha Komopoe MOXHO bbi10 Bkl NEPEKTYUMb
8HUMaHue ucnama. Y Hac ecmb makasi 803-
MOXHOCMb 8 Apasuu.

Cmpameauyecku: AgheaHucmaH Xopowo pac-
nonoxeH 0ng HacmynamenbHbIx delicmeuli
npomug NHAuU.

Cmpameaudecku: Apagusi Xopowo pacnosioxe-
Ha, ¢ Hawel moYKu 3peHus], Ol 060POHbI.
Takmuyecku: AcpeaHucmaH mpyOHO amako-
8ame.
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Takmudecku: Apasusi omkpbima s Hawez0
HacmynJieHus1 Co 8CEX CMOPOH, KPOMe cesepa.
Monumuyecku: AgheaHucmar mpyoHO KOHMpPO-
Jupogame.

Monumuyecku: Apasusi nonHocmso noddaem-
Cq KOHMPOIKO U G/IUSHUI, €ClU MOMbKO Mbl
nosabomumcsi 0 mom, 4mobb! HU 00Ha Opyaas
Oepxaga He ¢hopmuposana ee nonumuky. Y
Hac ecmb ece npaga, Ymobb| Ha IMoM Hacmau-
8am.

[eozpaghuyecku: AgheaHucmaH Xopowio pac-
nomnoxeH, 4mobbl 06beOUHUMb BOKpY2 cebs
an1emMeHMbI 8pax0ebHbIe Ham.

[eozpaghuyecku: Apasusi udeasnbHO pacnoso-
JKeHa, YmobbI packosiomb 3Mu 3MEMEHMbI, 8
ocobeHHocmu, ecru Mbi obecneyum cebe no-
3uyuu e baedaden'.

Despite the now politically redundant pre-
occupation with India, this document has tre-
mendous modern political significance. Such
a clear-sighted assessment of the difficult na-
ture of Afghanistan is at odds with the recent
American and British joint military operations
there. In 1917 Britain clearly remembered her
failed wars with Afghanistan from the 19th cen-
tury. The observation here in 1917, with the fall
of the Ottoman Empire in 1918, that “Turkey
ceases to be a power on which the hopes of the
Moslem world were placed” is of interest again
with the current struggle between the religious
and secular interests in Egypt today. The “agi-
tation” in Mohammedan countries is once more
present from the Northwest Frontier to Syria,
and indeed in North Africa. Finding such docu-
ments of significance is the key to providing
successful research collections.

We take a structured approach to collection
building, identifying scattered and fragmented
material, collecting it together, arranging and
describing it with the idea to provide a complete
sequence of material which was not previously
known or unified. According to the kinds of ma-
terial we find we may make a collection of se-
ries of political or administrative reports, identi-
fy material appropriate to geopolitical boundary
studies, collect material for a background work
on development or country history, or choose a
topic which we retrospectively decide is impor-
tant such as the treatment of ethnic minorities in

' Translations kindly provided by Tatyana

Eliztratova, Cambridge University Press.
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the Balkan states, or the rise of Zionism, or the
history of Arab dissident movements.

We often include maps where boundary is-
sues are being examined, or where the maps are
crucial for example in Land Legislation In Man-
date Palestine. One aspect of the current Arab-
Israeli dispute is over where Israeli settlements
are sited. Occasionally a set of maps can stand
on its own such as Historic Maps of Bahrain.

When choosing a theme for a collection
we first consider whether the British archives
will be a strong source for information, and sec-
ondly whether the theme has modern political
relevance and will be useful to an academic or
governmental community.

When we first considered creating a se-
ries of political reports on Iran we looked for
themes of international interest. The British
archives were a strong resource as the British
government was a direct participant. There was
the occupation of Iran by Britain during WWII,
with its huge oil resources and jointly owned
refineries: the USA was trying to get some le-
verage there and Russia shares a border with
Iran. In this following document we can see a
wonderful example of the necessity for judg-
ing carefully one’s speed of diplomacy and not
overplaying one’s hand.

Extract from Iran Political Diaries 1881-
1965, Volume 14, Political Report for July
to September 1953.

“...July saw a radical alteration in US policy to-
wards the Government of Dr. Musaddiq. Some
time previously Dr. Musaddiq had asked Presi-
dent Eisenhower for extensive American finan-
cial help. The President replied that the United
States Government could not consider giving
this help, so long as the Persian Government
refused to settle the oil dispute on reasonable
terms and thus to take advantage of their own
abundant resources...While the U.S. Govern-
ment were thus publicly cooling off towards Mu-
saddiq, the Soviet government were warming
up. Towards the end of June it became known
that Mr Molotov had offered to negotiate with
the Persian Government on frontier differences
between the two countries...”

Bbidepxka u3 MpaHckux nomumuyveckux
dnesHukoe (Iran Political Diaries 1881-
1965, Volume 14, Political Report for July
to September 1953.)

«B utone Hamemurncs padukanbHbili cogue 6
nonumuxke CLUA no omHoweHuto K npasu-
menbcmey 0-pa Moccadbika. 3a Hekomopoe
8pems 00 amozo 8-p Moccadbik obpamurcs K
npesudeHmy SlizeHxayapy 3a obwupHol u-
HaHcogol nomouwbto. [Tpe3udeHm omeemurn,
ymo npasumenscmeo CLUA He moxem pac-
cmompems 80npoc 0 npedocmagneHuu ma-
Kol nomowu Ao mex nop, NoKa upaHckoe npa-
8UMenbCMBo OmKasbigaemcs om ypeaynu-
pOoBaHUs cnopa 0 HEQPMSHbIX KOHUECCUSIX Ha
pasyMHbIX ycrosusix, U nuwaem cebs, makum
06pa3soM, 803MOXHOCMU 80CNO/Mb308aMbCA
npeumyuecmeamu c80Ux cOBCMBEHHbIX U30-
6unbHbIX pecypcos. <...> B mo epems Kak
npasumenscmeo CLUA nybnuyHo oxmadesno
k 8-py Moccadbiky, coeemckoe npagumerb-
CMBO Hayano nposieNiamb K HeMy UHMepEC.
K koHuy utoHst cmano ussecmHo, Ymo e-H Mo-
J10mMo8 npednioxXun UpaHCKOMy npagumerib-
cmey Ha4Yamb Nepe2osopbl No ypeaynupo-
8aHUK hO2PaHUYHO20 cnopa Mexdy 08ymsi
cmpaHamuy.

Having based our publications in the his-
tory and development of the Middle East, due
to the unique nature of the British involvement
there, we have since branched out to provide
research collections on the Far East and for
the Caucasus and Russia, where Britain had
consulates.

In commissioning research into Korea it
can be seen from the documents that the history
and status of Korea was dependent upon the ri-
valries between, and the comparative strengths
of, the three countries that lie adjacent to Ko-
rea - Russia, China and Japan. After the Second
World War, the vacuum caused by the elimina-
tion of Japan from this equation meant that the
Soviet Union, the USA and Communist China
now vied for influence in Korea, and the post-
1945 division of the peninsula into North and
South Korea and the outbreak of the Korean
War in 1950 are symbols of that rivalry. The
entrenchment of the division between the Com-
munist North and the non-Communist South,
and their respective supporters in the Soviet
bloc and the capitalist West, is the central issue
from the armistice in 1953 to the final report in
this collection in 1970.

This document below is one upon which
the reader must bring critical judgement to
bear, this reads like an eyewitness report and
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one has to wonder how the British could be so
certain — did they have a spy in the court?

Extract from Korea: Political & Economic
Reports 1882-1970, Volume 4: Extract from
despatch No. 86 dated 10 October 1895,
from Seoul to Peking concerning the fate of
the Queen of Korea: after the China-Japan
war the Queen of Korea was opposed to the
faction which favoured Japanese interests,
and a plot was hatched to assassinate her:
“..civilians ...guarded by Japanese officers
and soldiers, with a number of soldiers in Ko-
rean uniform... [took] possession of the King
and the Crown Prince while others made for
the Queen’s sleeping room...The Queen ran
off down a corridor, but was pursued and
knocked down, her assassin jumping on her
breast several times while he repeatedly
stabbed her with his sword...”

Bbidepxka u3 [lonumuyeckux u 3KOHO-
Muyeckux omyemos no Kopee 1882-1970
mowm 4 JoxeceHue Ne 86 om 10 okms6ps
1895 e. U3 Ceyna e [lekuH kacamenb-
Ho cyObbbl koponeesl Kopeu: nocne
Kumaticko-sinoHcKol  eOliHbl  Koposneea
Kopeu ebicmynuna npomue ¢pakyuu,
omcmaueaswell  SINOHCKUe UHMEePEChI
U 6bIn op2aHU308aH 3a2080p C UESH ee
ybuiicmea.

«lpaxdaHcKkue nuya <...> OXpaHsaeMbIe ANOH-
cKuMu oghuyepamu u condamamu, ¢ epynnoli
condam 00embix 8 KOPEUCKYl — B0EHHYIO
¢hopmy <...> 3axeamusiu KOPOIIS U HacneoHo-
20 npuHya, moeda Kak Opyaue Hanpagumnuch
K cnanbHe Koporneebl. Koponega bpocunach
bexamb no kopudopy, HO ee dozHanu u counu
C Ho2, ee ybuliya HecKonbKo pa3 nodnpbleHyn
y Hee Ha epydu, 8 mo 8pemMsi kak OH HEOOHO-
KpamHO 8cadus 8 Hee c80U Mey...».

Looking into the British archives to identi-
fy series of political reports from 1917 onwards
we found reports and despatches sent from
the British diplomatic representatives based in
Petrograd and then Leningrad, and for a brief
period during the Second World War from dip-
lomats based in Kuibyshev where most of the
Russian government and all the foreign em-
bassies were evacuated as a result of the Nazi
advance on Moscow in the early stages of the
German invasion of Russia in 1941. The docu-
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ments also consist of reports and memoranda
emanating in the Foreign Office in London, ei-
ther in the Northern Department or in the Re-
search Department (F.O.R.D.)., and during the
confused period of the Civil War when there
were no British diplomatic representatives in
(Bolshevik) Russia, there were reports from the
War Office in London, military officers and dip-
lomats attached to the various missions with the
anti-Bolshevik forces, as well as from British
Army General Headquarters in Constantinople.
It was the first time these documents have been
published in their entirety, with the exception of
two collections of reports about the confusing
situation in Russia immediately after the Rev-
olution and during the Civil War which were
published as British Parliamentary Command
Papers in 1919 and 1921.

This extract which follows is a superb ex-
ample of a historical document which captures
a moment in history and at the same time pro-
vides the reader with a fine understanding of
the contemporary significance conveyed by the
tone of the writer.

Extract from Soviet Union: Political Re-
ports 1917-1970, Quarterly Report No. 54,
8 April 1953

“A quarter which began with the ‘doctor’s plot’,
took in its stride Stalin’s death and his succession
by Malenkov and ended with Chou-en-Lai’s
acceptance of the voluntary repatriation of
Korean War prisoners, has claims to be historic.
The apparent departure from attitudes which,
while Stalin was alive, seemed immutable, is
astonishing enough. But even more remarkable
is that the process of change should have been
initiated before he was cold in his grave and by
men whom we still have no reason to suppose
were not, while he was alive, anything but his
devoted associates.”

Bbidepxka u3 exxekeapmanbHo20 omyema
Ne 54 om 8 anpens 19532. [Monumuyeckue
omyemsi no Cosemckomy Corosy 1917-
1970/ Extract from Soviet Union: Political
Reports 1917-1970, Quarterly Report
No. 54, 8 April 1953

«Yemeepmsb 200a, Komopas Hayanack «desiom
epavelly, smecmura 6 cebsi cmepms CmarnuHa
u npuxod kK enacmu ManeHkoea U 3aKoHyunach
coenacuem [Jxo 3H Jlas Ha AobposorbHyto pe-
nampuayuto NEHHbIX, 3aX8a4E€HHBIX 80 8peMST
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80UHKI 8 Kopee, umeem 8ce OCHOBaHUS CHU- source of information and inspiration. While it is
mambcsi ucmopuyeckol. SeHbiti omxo0 om surely inevitable that all Governments will have
nosuyuu, komopasi, noka CmanuH bbi1 Xus, national interest at the heart of foreign policy it
Kasarnace Hesbibriemol, docmamoyHo youeu- is also certain that by scrutinising history that we
meneH. Euje bonee yousumensHo mo, 4mo could learn lessons which would make the future
npouecc usmeHeHul Havarncs ewe 0o mozo, amore positive place. It is a sad indictment of the
Kak 20 mefio 0cMmbIno, U bbu Hadam J1o0b- moral and intellectual strength of contemporary
MU, ~npo KOMOPbIX y Hac No-npexHeMy Hem politicians that the world is not in a better position

OCHOB8aHUL yMamb, Ymo OHU bbITu KeM-nubo
UHbIM, HEXenu e20 86PHbIMU mogapuwamu 00
mex nop, noka OH bb i1 XUg».

already. We hope that we can look forward to a
new generation of more globally-minded young
people to reach out and create a stronger network

Itcan be seen from the documents showcased of organizations and institutions of government
here that British government papers are a rich both nationally and globally.

_—---""""_V_"""'"---—_

CAMBRIDGE
ARCHIVE EDITIONS

Hcnonb30BaHue NEPBOUCTOYHUKOB B HAYYHOM
uccjaenoBanum: B3nsaA KeMOpuIKCKMX U31aHNI ApXUBOB

Jxeccuka Jlaran, u3gareins, COTpyIHUK «KeMOPHIHKCKUX H3IaHUH
apxuBOB» M3narenscTBa KeMOpHHKCKOTO YHUBEPCUTETA

Annomayusn: B cmamve asmop paccmampugaenm 803MONCHOCHU UCHOIb308AHUS UCHO-
PUHECKUX UCTNOYHUKOG (Npedicde 6ce20, NepEOUCOYHUKO8) 6 NPOBEOEHUU UCCTE06AHULL
8 NOAUMUYECKUX HayKax. B uacmuocmu, asmop npusooum yenvlii psi0 KOHKPEemHbIX npu-
MEPO8 apxXusHvlX 3anucell 05 QOKA3AMENbCMBA C80e20 ME3UCA O CA3U UCHOPUU U NO-
JIUMUKU.

Knrwouegvie cnosa: «Kembpuooicckue uzoanus apxugosy, UcCie008aHus, UCMopuiecKue
UCTMOYHUKU, OOKYMEHMbL.

The Use of Primary Source Material in Academic Research:
A View from Cambridge Archive Editions

Jessica Lagan. Publisher, Cambridge Archive Editions, Cambridge
University Press

Abstract: The article analyses the possibility of using historical sources (and above all
primary sources) in political science research. Particularly, the author provides specific
examples of archive documents to prove the thesis that history is grounded in politics
and governance.

Key words: Cambridge Archive Editions, Research, Historical Sources, documents.
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